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named Mr. Fergusson arrived with some six motor vans for carrying
prisoners, entered the premises of the Committee and blocked all pas-
sages. They searched the office till 9. When, the meeting having termi-
nated, the members informed the D.S.P. of their intention to leave, the
D.S.P. went over to the meeting and demanded the proceedings to be
shown to him and finding a resolution therein recommending all district
aud tchsil Congress Committees to organise Volunteer Corps, declared
that an offence had been committed under the Criminal Law Amendmnt
Act. He then asked all present one by one whether they were members
of the committee and had supported the resolution. All the members having
replied in the affirmative, he arrested fifty-five of them including all the
prominent workers of the province.
During the search B, ShitaUsahai, editor of the Swaraj was kicked,
boxed and otherwise assaulted by Mr. Fergusson so much so that blood
came out of his skin. But he bore all that patiently. Several others also
were badly treated and pushed and assaulted by the same officer. Evory-
body kept his temper. There was no search or arrest warrant produced,
nor did the officers have their bodies searched before beginning the search.
All papers, records and seals of the Provincial Congress Committee have
been seized by the police and put under sealed locks.
It is evident to me that this utter disregard of law and decen-
cy is not an individual act but is part of a deliberate plan to
suppress all healthy public life, to provoke popular violence and
then issue a much enlarged edition of Jallianwala. With the best
intention to put a charitable construction on the series of acts
described above, I have been unable to come to any other con-
clusion.
VICEROY'S SHARE
I am sorry that I suspect Lord Reading of complicity in the
plot to unman India for eternity. A friend has suggested an al-
ternative. He says that whilst Lord Reading must be held res-
ponsible for the threats used by him in his recent utterances, he
might be quite unaware of the lawlessness of the subordinate officials
or that he must have become helpless, the subordinate officials having
simply disregarded his wishes to be strictly within the law- I must
reject both the interpretations. Lord Reading, if he is trying legi-
timately to suppress popular lawlessness, must study and regulate
the development of his campaign which he will not even allow to
be called repression. If his subordinates being interested parties
have gone out of hand, he must forthwith resign, at least publicly
disown and condemn such illegalities and assaults and not attempt
to excuse them on the flimsy plea of "trying times". I have myself